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PAPER ABSTRACT:
Disasters can be sudden and traumatic events, coming without warning. Understanding the risks posed
by various hazards, both natural and human, and the exposure and vulnerability of the heritage to them,
enables us to put in place suitable mitigation measures to minimise the losses and protect our heritage
for future generations. By adequately preparing for such events, we can respond efficiently and
effectively, assess the damage, stabilise severely damaged structures and salvage their significant
elements and contents, enabling their future recovery.
However, as demonstrated in the case of Christchurch, the dynamic of large-scale disasters affecting
urban centres can often exclude heritage from the emergency response and recovery agenda.
Understanding the drivers (political, economic, social or other) and the mechanisms (including
emergency response protocols, health and safety issues and damage assessment procedures) of
large-scale emergencies and recovery planning, and being ready and able to respond to them, is critical
to the survival of our heritage in such disasters. A post-disaster review of the issues that lead to the
loss of almost 50% of Christchurch’s listed heritage properties in it’s city centre, highlighted the
importance of the heritage sector actively engaging with government and the emergency management
sector, to ensure that heritage is included in emergency, resilience and recovery planning.
In response to the findings of the Christchurch review, Australia ICOMOS and ICOMOS New Zealand
have established a joint working group to develop strategies for improving the disaster preparedness
of heritage places, the capacity or heritage professionals, and the inclusion of heritage in Government
emergency plans. This paper will give a brief review of the findings of the Christchurch post disaster
review and outline the goals of the working group.
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