
Migration and Modernism
Migrant Architects Practising Modern 

Architecture in Post War Sydney



Migration and Modernism

Some 8,000 refugees from 
Europe arrived in Australia 

before WWII

Amongst them were architects 
who had studied and practiced 

Modern architecture

Yet their presence and production 
largely remained absent from 

the Australian architectural 
history

Migrants Arriving in Sydney 1966, 
David Moore
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Hugh and Eva Buhrich
Hans Peter Oser
Hugo Stossel
Dr. Henry Epstein
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Hugh Burhrich
1911-2004

Eric Sierins 2000
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Buhrich House 315 Edinburgh Road, 
Castlecrag, 1948 (Max Dupain)
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Buhrich House 315 Edinburgh 
Road, Castlecrag, 1948        
(Max Dupain)
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Berg House, 6 Sortie Port, 
Castlecrag 1949 (Max Dupain)
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Berg House, 6 Sortie Port, 
Castlecrag 1949 (Max Dupain)
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Hendon House, 278 Edinburgh Road, 
Castlecrag 1954 (Max Dupain)
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Hendon House, 278 Edinburgh 
Road, Castlecrag 1952 (Max 
Dupain)
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Franklin House, 205 
Birrell Street, Waverly 
1957 (now  demolished) 
(Max Dupain)
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Buhrich House, 375 Edinburgh Road, 
Castlecrag, 1972 (Eric Sierins 2000)
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Buhrich House, 375 Edinburgh Road, 
Castlecrag, 1972 (Eric Sierins 2000)



Migration and Modernism

Eva Buhrich
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Hans Peter Oser
1913-1967
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Primavera, Highland Ridge, Middle Cove, 1958 (Max Dupain)
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Primavera, Highland Ridge, Middle Cove, 1958 (Max Dupain)
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Sixty Beach and Holiday Homes, Phyllis Shillito, Associated General 
Publications, Sydney, Australia, 1954
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Synagogue North Sydney 1958 
(Max Dupain)
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William Bland Centre, Macquarie Street, 1960   
(Max Dupain)
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William Bland Centre, Macquarie Street, 
1960  (Max Dupain)
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Toohey’s Administration Building, Mary Street, 
Surry Hills 1961(Max Dupain)
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Bayswater Road Apartments, 
Potts Point, 1961

(Max Dupain)
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BOAC Travel Centre, 64 Castlereagh St 
1963 (Max Dupain)
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BOAC Travel Centre,   
64 Castlereagh St, 1963 

(Max Dupain)
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Harrogate Office Building 
155 Castlereagh Street, 1963 

(Max Dupain)
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Hugo Stossel
1905

(Max Dupain)
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Margett House, 66 
Victoria Road, Bellevue 
Hill 1957 
(Max Dupain)
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Sixty Beach and Holiday Homes, Phyllis Shillito, Associated General 
Publications, Sydney, Australia, 1954
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Webbing and 
Trimming Factory, 
Artarmon, 1955
(Max Dupain)
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‘St. Ursula’, 5 Onslow Avenue, 
Elizabeth Bay ,1951
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Broadwaters and Yarranabee Gardens, Darling Point, 1958 
(Max Dupain)
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Opera House Competition Entry 1954 
(Max Dupain)
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Dr Henry Epstein
1909-1968 
(Max Dupain)
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Epstein House, (Yalleroi Ave) Telegraph 
Road, Pymble 1947 
(Max Dupain)



Migration and Modernism

Epstein House, 
(Yalleroi Ave) 
Telegraph Road, 
Pymble 1947 
(Max Dupain)
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Hillman House, 40 Findlay Road, 
Roseville, 1947 
(Max Dupain)
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Perlman House, Greengate Road, Killara, 
1950 (Max Dupain)
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Anschau House, Wyablena Rd, Hunters Hill 1955 (Home Beautiful, 1956)
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Royal North Shore Hospital 
Medical Centre, St. Leonards,
1959 (Max Dupain)
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Conclusion
There were a great many 
architects with authentic 

European modernist 
architectural training active 

within Sydney in the post war 
period.  

Their work is an important aspect 
of the history of Sydney-

particularly the migrant history.

Migrants Arriving in Sydney 1966, 
David Moore


