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Paper Abstract 
 
The Great War had a profound effect on Australia. One physical expression of this was the 
construction of war memorials on an unprecedented scale. There were traditional monuments in 
the form of obelisks, pillars, arches, honour boards and statues. Others served a broader 
community purpose as well as that of commemoration such as halls, hospitals, sports grounds, 
gardens and civic spaces. Memorial avenues, using living trees as a method of commemoration 
and remembrance, would become a significant Australian response to the war.  
 
Across Australia, in nearly every town and rural district, war memorials transformed the 
landscape, none more so in a very literal way than memorial avenues.  But all forms of 
memorial played a key role in helping families, friends and communities to remember and 
commemorate those who had paid the ultimate sacrifice and those who served. They provided 
a tangible and accessible place compensating in part for the actual grave that most people 
would never be able to see.  The need to be able to visit a place of commemoration was an 
extremely potent belief, particularly after the Great War.  
 
War memorials can also uncover the layers of local memory associated with the Great War: 
stories of individual soldiers who served, fought and in some cases died; the impact of the war 
on local communities; the hardships faced by the mothers, sisters and wives left behind; and the 
need for communities to have physical expressions of civic identity.  
 
The role of war memorials as physical places that can sustain the memory of loss, as well as 
being a key part of our social fabric is discussed using many examples from around Australia. 
They are shown as places of community remembrance, bringing tangible form to the unrelenting 
sadness felt across Australia arising from the Great War. 


