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Paper Abstract 
 
As Ashworth (2009) argues, mainstream heritage tourism literature has tended to revile tourists, 
perceiving tourism as a product of economic commodification and a ‘problem’ which creates 
pollution and physical damage, and obscures or erodes the cultural values of heritage. In this 
context, tourists are treated as key problematic issues that dominate international authorities' 
attitude in the heritage area. 
 
This paper explores the interrelationship between tourism and heritage in a non-Western culture 
with respect to a Chinese world cultural heritage site, the Ancient Villages in Southern Anhui – 
Xidi and Hongcun. Taking my cue from Ashworth (2009: 81), Hall (2009: 89) and Smith 
(2012:211), I argue that tourists are significant stakeholder in heritage issues, not only from an 
economic aspect, but that they are quite mindful and actively undertaking cultural and social 
activities by their visiting. 
 
My research also focuses on the reaction of locals to tourism intrusion to their site. The 
performances of tourists are diversified and represent transformative 'cultural processes' as 
Smith (2006, 2012) identified, which influence locals' perspective that considering tourists made 
them proud to their places, and strengthen their sense of identity of both material heritage and 
intangible heritage and increasing their protection awareness. In addition, the performances of 
tourists also influence local governments and the ways in which external capital understand, 
use and manage heritage sites. Therefore, this paper discusses and maps the interrelations 
among tourists, locals, governments and external capital, and then reconstructs the meaning of 
heritage in Chinese context.   


