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Paper Abstract 
 
The Western District comprises a rich tapestry of human and natural narratives that have 
evolved from and been influenced by its tangible and intangible characteristics. When Kiddle 
penned her celebrated Men of Yesterday (1959) she evoked multiple voices of the European 
pastoralists whom took control of Major Mitchell’s Australia Felix (1838) landscape. Avoiding 
discussing its Aboriginal inhabitants and its transitory colonial residents, Kiddle focused upon 
the social narratives of new fiefdoms and parkes underpinned by fleece. Seddon (1979), 
recalling his Berriwillock childhood and teenager traverses of the landscape, critiqued this social 
perspective arguing that a deeper appreciation of sense of place was necessary.  
 
This argument is not realised in the recent topic-based archaeological unravelings of the 
landscape (Byrne et al (eds.)), that arises from the ‘Stony Rises’ installation and exhibition, nor 
from the South West Landscape Assessment Study (2013) that offers a landscape character 
assessment. Rather, from Seddon’s perspective what is needed is a measured multi-strand 
analysis of the cultural landscape through a holistic appraisal imbued by an appreciation of its 
genius loci. 
 
This paper considers such a holistic approach, informed by Seddon’s personal insights and 
penchant for understanding the genius loci of places, and offers a new approach for mapping, 
assessing and translating the significance of a cultural landscape. Noting the methodological 
approaches that have been involved in evaluating the significance of the ‘City of Adelaide layout 
and Park Lands’, this paper considers the District as an interwoven social and environmental 
tapestry, possessing tangible and intangible values, and is approached through the lens of 
genius loci theory. 


