TOWN EXCURSION NOTES – FRIDAY 23 APRIL 2010 
 

EXCURSION COMMENCES AND FINISHES AT THE ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE CORNER OF BLENDE AND CHLORIDE STREET 
DURATION 1.45PM – 5PM  

BACKGROUND HISTORY

HISTORY
Originally called “the broken hill” due to its jagged peaks, the orebody of Broken Hill was discovered by boundary rider Charles Rasp in September 1883.  Mineral claims were pegged and the Broken Hill Proprietary Company (BHP) floated in 1885.  From a few huts and tents, the town grew rapidly.  The Municipality of Broken Hill was incorporated on 22 September 1888, just five years after Rasp pegged the first mineral lease, and at a time when the population had dramatically increased to 11,000 people.  The town was laid out in a grid parallel to the adjacent mining leases and the history of the settlement is preserved in the streets named after minerals, mining officials and aldermen.   By 1907, Broken Hill was the largest town in New South Wales after Sydney and reached its maximum population of 35,000 in 1915.  Life was harsh for early residents – the water was fouled and typhoid was rife.  Wood was increasingly scarce because of constant demand for the mines and domestic use, and dust storms became a common occurrence.  The mineral wealth contributed to Broken Hill’s many fine public and commercial buildings, but there is also a more modest but equally fascinating housing stock.  The earliest cottages were built of easily transported materials - particularly galvanised iron - and had no verandahs, but these were soon added due to the harsh climate.  More substantial stone and brick houses were built for mining officials, doctors and businessmen.
MINING IN BROKEN HILL  
Broken Hill’s ore body is the richest lead-silver-zinc deposit ever found.  Extending for 7.5 kilometres in a northeast-southwest direction, the line of lode is shaped like an inverted boomerang.  It outcropped in the centre with the ends dipping steeply to a depth of 1,600 metres.  Mine employment peaked at 8,800 in 1907, but only 366 were employed by mining in 2010.  BHP employed one-third of the workforce at its peak in the early 1900s but quit Broken Hill in 1939.  The wealth won at Broken Hill was used to establish Australia’s iron and steel industry and BHP Billiton today is a world leader in iron ore production.  Broken Hill has been the scene of many major developments in mining and metallurgical technology, and the gains won at the mines by the union movement have had a lasting impact on industrial relations in Australia.  The best sites to view the relics of Broken Hill’s mining history are along the Silver Trail Drive.  When you are at the Line of Lode Visitors’ Centre (No. 12) at the top of the tailings and at a height about the same as the original broken hill, you are near the place where Charles Rasp began the history of one of the greatest mines in the world.  Joe Keenan Lookout (No. 28) provides a panoramic view of Broken Hill and the line of lode.  A visitor to Browne Shaft (No. 68) can inspect up close the oldest existing wooden headframe on the line of lode and its ancillary buildings.  It is also the site of the only remaining outcrop of the gossan cap of the ore body.  
BROKEN HILL TODAY

The built heritage of Broken Hill is of national significance.  Over the last 25 years, the city has been re-invented as a living museum where visitors can experience both past and present.  The city horizon is dominated by a seven kilometre length of tailings, waste rock and overburden from the early mines.  The Miners’ Memorial and Visitors’ Centre were completed in 2001 and now distinctively crown the ridge line.  The city continues to be actively involved in the preservation and restoration of its buildings and mining sites with a Heritage Advisory Service, supported with Council and State Government funds, providing free architectural advice to owners of heritage buildings.  Broken Hill also has developed as a vibrant focus for artists, and the city abounds with art galleries showcasing views of the remarkable outback and cityscapes.  

EXCURSION STARTS AT THE ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE
Turn along Blende Street, pass the Kintore Reserve on the corner of Bromide Street

1.
Kintore Reserve

This reserve is located on the route of the Silverton Railway which closed in 1970.  The wooden headframe was relocated from the Kintore Shaft at the Central Mine in 1984 to make way for open cut mining activities.  The shaft was named after the Earl of Kintore, the first chairman of the Central Mine.  The reserve also has large sculptures by Broken Hill artist, Pro Hart.

Drive up Bromide Street, turn left into Mark Street to the Jo Keenan Lookout

STOP 1: JOE KEENAN LOOKOUT
2.
Joe Keenan Lookout

This lookout provides an excellent panoramic view of Broken Hill and the line of lode.  It was named in honour of Peter Joseph Keenan, President of the Barrier Industrial Council from 1969 to 1985, and city Alderman from 1953 to 1962.  Adjacent is the Mica Street filtration plant which still retains the original stone reservoir built in 1894 to take water pumped from the Stephens Creek Reservoir.

Drive up Kaolin Street to Schlapp Street, turn right to the White Rocks Historical site
STOP 2: WHITE ROCKS RESERVE
3.
White Rocks Reserve

This Reserve contains a milky quartz outcrop which was the site of a small arms exchange known as "The Battle of Broken Hill”.  It was the only battle of World War I fought on Australian soil and resulted in the death of the two ambushers.  The incident occurred on 1 January 1915 when two Afghan immigrants, ice cream vendor, Gool Mohammed and camel driver Mulla Abdulla, ambushed a train carrying civilians en route to an annual picnic in nearby Silverton.  Being Muslims, both men had sworn allegiance to the Sultan of Turkey and considered themselves at war with Australia.  After the ambush, which took place at Trail No. 107 and claimed four lives, the men retreated to this nearby hill called White Rocks where they were killed by police and volunteer military forces after a three-hour gun battle.   A replica ice cream cart now stands at the site of the shoot-out.  

Drive back along Schlapp Street, down Bromide Street, turn left into Thomas Street 

4.
Hospital – 1941 
The first Broken Hill hospital was a wooden structure with six beds erected in 1887 at the site of the present gaol for £260.  In 1888, 128 deaths were recorded from typhoid in a three month period and the construction of a new hospital became urgent.  A stone complex was erected on this site by R Honey for £3,566 and opened by Sir Henry Parkes in June 1889.  Sections of this early hospital complex remain.  A new section of the hospital was erected between 1939 and 1941 at a cost of £250,000 and was the first fully air-conditioned hospital in NSW.  It was not suitable for later adaptation due to asbestos and was demolished in 1998 to make way for the new hospital which was completed in 2000.  The design using corrugated iron and masonry is a sympathetic response to the Broken Hill context.  

Drive along Thomas Street to Oxide Street, turn right

5.
Mulga Hill Hotel - 1890

An iron and timber hotel was erected on this site in 1888 with William Claringbold as licensee.  It was named after a nearby hill which was excavated for a tramway line in 1903.  The hotel was rebuilt in brick and stone in 1890 and has been heavily altered including a tiled roof.

6.
Oxide Street Row Cottages - c1890

A group of stone row cottages with iron roofs and consistent verandahs which were erected together – a housing style used widely in early Australia cities but unusual for Broken Hill.  

Continue along Oxide Street, turn right at Lane Street

7.
St Andrews Uniting Church - 1905

This was erected in 1905 as a Presbyterian Church and became a Uniting Church in 1977.

8.
St Peters Anglican Church - 1928

The first Anglican services were conducted in the Bijou Theatre in Oxide Street in 1886.  The first Anglican church was erected on this site in 1888.  The church was rebuilt after storm damage in 1928.  It was opened in May 1928 by the Governor of NSW, Sir Dudley de Chair.

9.
Former Caledonian Hotel - 1898 (left off the road - not visible!)
Erected by Alexander Marshall, this typical corner pub had its verandah repaired as part of council's verandah program in 1996.  The lodge opposite was erected as a doctor's residence c1905. 

10.
Catholic Bishop's Residence - 1887

This was erected as the Bishop's residence and presbytery.  The Very Rev. John Dunne was appointed Broken Hill's first Catholic Bishop in 1887, a position he held until 1916.

11.
Sacred Heart Cathedral and adjacent Convent - 1905 and 1900 

This substantial stone cathedral was built by J Power and dedicated by Bishop Dunne in 1905.  It replaced an iron and timber structure which had been erected in 1887.  The adjacent convent complex was opened in 1900 by Archbishop O'Reilly of Adelaide.  The convent was purchased by the Church of Christ in 1982.  The adjacent school was established originally as a convent school run by the Sisters of Mercy in 1889 and by 1892 included secondary education.  The present school building was erected in 1912 and now houses the Sacred Heart College.

12.
Sacred Heart College - 1927

This was erected as Marist Brothers College for boys in 1927.  In 1973, Marist Brothers and nearby St Josephs combined to form the co-educational St Josephs High School.  The Marist Brothers left Broken Hill in 1987 and the school was renamed Sacred Heart College and is open to students of all ages.

Turn left into Sulphide Street

13.
The Towers - c1890  

This unusual stone residence with castellations and tower was erected as Nurse Robertson's private hospital in about 1890 and retains its original configuration when compared with  the early photograph. 

Note also the following places 

Wesley Church – 1888

Erected in 1888 by the Wesleyans, the foundation stone was laid by Mrs Charles Drew of Burra.  It was erected by Walter and Morris of Port Adelaide using local stone and brick, and can seat 650 people.  The church retains an original interior with a reconstructed original colour scheme.  

Sturt Park

This park was gazetted as Central Reserve in 1895 and was the hub of considerable social activity during Broken Hill's early years.  It was renamed Sturt Park in 1944 to commemorate the centenary of the inland explorations of Captain Charles Sturt.  It contains a fine rotunda.  There is also a memorial to the bandsmen on the steamship Titanic who continued to play as the ship went down on its maiden voyage on 14 April 1912 and 1,517 people drowned.  A water fountain and rose garden near the rotunda are monuments to Prime Minister John Curtin.  

Keep going down Sulphide Street, turn left into Argent Street note Civic Block on the left hand side.  Travel down Argent Street noting the following:

14.
All these places along Argent Street through to Iodide Street

Palace Hotel - erected 1889, architect Alfred Dunn from Melbourne
Argent House - erected 1888 as the Australian Club Hotel - stripped of its original two storey verandah and detailing.
Civic Group includes the War Memorial - 1925 - created by Charles Webb Gilbert of Melbourne and unveiled by Lieutenant General Sir John Monash, 11 October 1925.  Sculpture is in granite of an Australian Soldier in World War I throwing a Mills Bond - it is the largest free standing War Memorial Action Sculpture in Australia.

Court House - erected 1889 to the design of James Barnett.

Technical College - erected 1900 replacing an earlier timber and iron School of Mines building in Blende Street.  The Broken Hill Art Gallery established in this building in September 1904 with George McCulloch, a member of the Syndicate of Seven, becoming a major patron by donating a number of original British art works.  The fence erected in 1941 replacing earlier timber picket fencing.
Central Police Station - erected 1890 to the design of James Barnett.
Town Hall façade - 1891, Whithall and Wells Architects from South Australia.  Main hall and offices demolished 1974 at the rear.

Post Office - 1892, designed by James Barnett Colonial Architect.  

Royal Exchange Hotel - 1941

Grand Hotel - 1888

Wendts Building - 1889 - now People's Chemist (corner Chloride Street). One of first building restorations in 1990 undertaken over 3  years.

Former Royal Hotel - 1889

Astra Hotel - 1891 (corner Oxide Street)

Martin's Store, now ANZ Bank - circa 1905 (corner Oxide Street)

West Darling Hotel - 1891

Sullys Emporium - 1889/1894

Turn right up into Iodide Street, across Railway Line note old Railway Station 

15.
Old Railway Station - 1919

Built in 1919 by the NSW Government for their standard gauge service from Broken Hill to Menindee.   Broken Hill was linked by rail with Sydney in 1927, but passengers had to cross to the Sulphide Street Station to continue their journey westwards via Silverton until the standard gauge link with South Australia was completed in 1969 and Silverton was by-passed.

Turn right towards the top of Line of Lode

16.
BHP Chimney - 1885  (off the road - just indicate down road)
This stone chimney marks the site of the hut built by the Broken Hill Mining Company (soon to become BHP) in May 1885 to house its first manager, William Jamieson.  It was later used as the office and as such the site marks the origin of the Big Australian which has helped shape Australia's mining and industrial legacy.  

17.
BHP Slag Heap - 1886

This black slag heap is the waste product of the BHP smelters which were established here in 1886.  This smelter produced lead bullion from carbonate ore using limestone and ironstone as flux in water-jacketed blast furnaces.  BHP erected a second smelter to the south in 1888 and established smelting and a silver-lead refinery at Port Pirie in 1891.  BHP ceased smelting at Broken Hill in 1898.

18.
BHP Mill Foundations - 1897

The stone foundations are the remains of BHP's concentration mills erected in 1894-1897.  BHP's first concentration mill was erected on the east side of the lode in 1889, but it was closed due to subsidence.  A gravity mill with a capacity of 10,000 tons of ore per week was erected here in 1897 to produce a high-grade lead product while millions of tons of zinc-rich tailings were dumped.  In 1904, the flotation process was added to the plant.  It operated until 1927 and was demolished in 1940.

19.
Delprat Shaft - 1900

This shaft was sunk in 1900 and was named after BHP general manager, G D Delprat.  In 1952, the original wooden headframe was replaced by the present steel structure and an electric winder replaced a steam engine.  The shaft was closed to mining by the time MMM ceased underground operations in 1976.  It was used as a tourist mine from 1977 until its closure in 2007 due to nearby remnant mining operations by CBH Resources.

20.
Mullockers Memory 

This memorial was dedicated on 8 October 2002 commemorating the lives of Thomas Jordon, 19, and Leopold Campbell, 21, whose bodies remain 500 feet below the memorial.  They died as the result of a fall of rock in October 1902.  Vintage trucks filled with mullock are displayed with a poem by Alwyn Edelman reminding the observer of the dangers of the mine.  

STOP 3: TOP OF LINE OF LODE

21.
Line of Lode Miners’ Memorial and Visitors’ Centre

The Miners’ Memorial and Visitors’ Centre were completed in December 2000 and awarded the Walter Burley Griffin Award for Urban Design by the Royal Australian Institute of Architects in 2001 - the highest award in Australia for an Urban Design project.  The structure by architects Chris Landorf and David Manfredi provides a symbolic and spiritual representation of the tragedy of more than 800 deaths from mining accidents at Broken Hill.  The site on the edge of the tailings also is dramatic lookout with an excellent view over the city to the northwest.  

Return back down the road and turn right in Crystal Street and right into Menindee Road.  Travel down Menindee Road and turn right at Halten Drive noting Tompson Shaft.
22.
Thompson Shaft - 1910 

This site was part of the British Mine and was the main producing area after 1910.  The British BHP Co. Ltd, established in London in 1887 to work Blocks 15 and 16, sunk seven shafts (including Thompson Shaft) along the line of lode.  An 825 metre aerial tramway was erected in 1906 to convey ore from Marsh and Thompson shafts to the concentration mill to the southwest.  The mine was sold to North Broken Hill Lid in 1923 and reworked from Thompson Shaft until 1958.  The headframe was erected in 1910 and the adjacent crushing plant and ore bin were erected about 1936.  This headframe is the subject of many local artists' paintings.  

23.
MMM Dumps

The waste dumps are from the mining of low grade remnant ore from the open cut operations of Minerals, Mining and Metallurgy Ltd (MMM) which took over the leases of Broken Hill South Ltd in 1972.  The Kintore pit extended across Blocks 9, 10 and 11, the Blackwood pit was on the old British Mine and there was a smaller pit in Block 14.
Turn left into King Street and right into Piper Street

24.
Former Central Mine Manger's Residence (now St Anne's Nursing Home)

This substantial residence with encircling verandah was constructed c1903 as the residence of the Central Mine Manger.   It was occupied by Mine Manager James Hebbard, but from c1940 until c1984, the residence was the site of St Ann's Home of Compassion, an Orphanage of the Sisters of Compassion.  After a period of uncertainty when the building was proposed for demolition, it was conserved and upgraded in 2007 as part of the St Anne's Nursing Home complex.  The elegant building is today complemented with two storey dormitory wings.  

Turn left into South Street and right into Patton Street

STOP 4:  PATTON STREET

25.
Bells Milk Bar – 1956

Bells Milk Bar commenced as a small timber confectionary store in 1892 and was redeveloped in 1938 to become the first Bells Milk Bar.  In 1956, the current facade was constructed and was stylistically ahead of its time for Broken Hill.  The building is presented true to period and has a small museum inside.  

26.
Alma Institute – 1898 

Erected in 1898 as a public hall for the citizens of South Broken Hill, this building was restored from 1987 over a three year period from a near ruinous condition.  Saved by one councillor’s vote, this was one of the first restoration projects undertaken by the Broken Hill City Council and marked a change in attitude towards heritage buildings in Broken Hill.  

27.
Former Baptist Church - 1911

This fine stone building was erected in 1911 in the Romanesque style.  It was sold for residential purposes in 1974.

Continue along Patton Street, turn right up Bonanza Street 

28.
South Mine Headframes 1919/1932

The larger and rivetted steel headframe over No. 7 Shaft was completed in 1932 using surplus steel from the Sydney Harbour Bridge.  It was the first steel headframe in Broken Hill.  No. 7 Shaft has six compartments including two with cages and two with skips.  Haulage was made by two double drum electric winders but one winder was removed after 1972.  To the north of the shaft is a concrete crushing station.  The smaller oregon headframe was erected in 1919 over No. 4 Shaft and the original small electric winding engine survives in a timber and iron building adjacent to the shaft. 

29.
AJ Keast Park

This park was originally dedicated as Hillside Reserve in 1897.  It was renamed in 1940 in honour of Asdruebal James Keast, General Manager of the Zinc Corporation from 1936 to 1946.  Keast was responsible for major surface construction and underground development at the Zinc Mine between 1936 and 1939.  The Zinc Corporation converted the reserve into a well equipped public recreation area in the 1940s.

30. 
Hillside Hotel - 1891

This brick and stone hotel was opened in 1891 with Dennis O'Callaghan as first licensee.

31.
Burke Ward Hall - 1905

This large stone public hall was erected for the citizens of Railwaytown in 1905.  The foundation stone was laid by Mayor J. Ivey in 1904.  The building was restored by Council in 1988.

Turn Right into Wills Street

32.
Railwaytown Post Office - 1925

The original Railwaytown Post Office was erected in 1900 opposite the Gasworks Hotel (see Trail No 111).  The present brick building was erected adjacent to the Burke Ward Hall in 1925.  Together with the hall and the row of verandahed shops on the opposite corner, it provided a service centre for Railwaytown.

33.
Tramway Residence - c1902

This Federation style red brick residence was erected for the officer-in-charge of the Government-operated street tramway system.  The system commenced in 1902 and ceased in 1926 due to competition from motor vehicles.  At its peak, the tramway had a staff of 60, with 14 engines and 36 carriages operating at half-hourly intervals.  Nearby was a large shed for the engines and carriages.  

Turn right into Block 10 Lookout  (If time!)
34. 
Block 10 Lookout

This lookout provides an excellent panoramic view of the southern part of the line of lode, particularly the old Zinc and NBHC mines and the current Perilya operation.  This hill is so named because it was the site of the Block 10 Mine's concentration mill which was erected in 1903 and connected to the mine by an aerial ropeway.  Evidence of the mill, which operated until 1923, still survives.  The hill is also the location of four reservoirs which contribute to the water supply system.
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