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A Metamorphosis of perspectives at The Hyde Park Barracks 
 
Paper Abstract 
 
This paper is an investigation of the evolving interpretation of the Hyde Park Barracks since 
1975 when the decision was made to restore the historical fabric of the building and adaptively 
reuse it as a museum. The history of the changing conceptualization of this item presents an 
ideal study of a process of ‘metamorphosis’ of perspectives on the past at historic sites and the 
impulses which underpin it.1  
 
Space has been described by David Crouch as ‘relational, dynamic, contingent’ in character, 
something constantly ‘in the making’.2 As such, the space of the Hyde Park Barracks must be 
understood to have been conceptualised in different ways from different perspectives over time. 
We must look beyond a very neutral rendering of the place simply as a ‘site’ to understand the 
complex meaning and evocation that substantiates it.  
 
The paper focuses on exploring the past thirty years of history of the Hyde Park Barracks as a 
public sphere, a ‘civic laboratory’ of public engagement and interaction with the past as part of a 
public discourse, as a place of public ‘performance’ through which those who use the site are 
seen to be active participants in the shaping of the past, and in the creation, contestation and 
negotiation of identity.3 
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