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CAPT COOK BRIDGE
RIVERSIDE EXPRESSWAY
VICTORIA BRIDGE
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NORTH BANK 2001-2008

Cox Rayner Developed Design 2007 
Plan and River Elevation
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National Trust: Press Release 12.9.2008
North Bank: Enquiry by Design June 2008
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JH Goldfinch, Brisbane Town 1843 (NLA)
Site of first settlement May 1825
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Henry Wade.  Survey Brisbane April 1842 (QSA) 
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1920 Main Roads Board
1932 Bureau of Industry: Roads, Mining and General Works Committee
1938 Co-ordinator General

Brisbane CBD Transportation Planning

1925-1926 Cross River Commission
Grey Street and Kangaroo Point Bridges

1944-45 Brisbane Congestion Study
Eastern Bypass/Petrie Bight viaduct
1947-1950 Tram Undergrounding

1957 BCC Proposals for CBD
Viaducts to Town and South Brisbane River Reaches

1958 BCC/State Traffic Commission Study
Inner Ring road/Viaducts to both Reaches

1965 Brisbane Transportation Plan: Wilbur Smith & Associates
Riverside and Petrie Bight Expressways
Victoria and Captain Cook Bridges
1966  Lower Brisbane River Study, etc.
1968- Brisbane Public Transportation Plan



(Un)LOVED MODERN 2009: REx RECONSIDERED

Cross River Commission 1926:
Present condition: Victoria Bridge
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Undergrounding of trams at Petrie Bight (Courier Mail 23 4 1947 3)
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Proposals for Brisbane CBD incl. perimeter viaduct c1957
Additions to public library and riverside viaduct (Courier-Mail 5.2.1958)
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Brisbane City Council
Technical Planning Co-ordinating Committee: Roads of Major Importance September 1963

Detail of CBD
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Brisbane 
Transportation Plan 1965
Street and Highway Plan
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Brisbane Transportation Plan 1965
Alternate Highway Plans
(red) Wilbur Smith & Assoc 1965
(pink) Brisbane City Council 1963 
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Wilbur Smith & Assoc: Brisbane Transportation Plan, 1965 
Riverside Expressway: Domain to William Jolly Bridge
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Steel bridges (COG Annual Report 1958, QPP)

Burdekin Bridge (COG Report 1958, QPP)     Bribie Island Bridge 1963
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Rendel Palmer & Tritton (E Buckton/J Cueral)
Waterloo Bridge, London  1942-45

Victoria Bridge/underpass 1954 (Telegraph 18.9.1963)
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Ulrich Finsterwalder/G Lohmer Bendorf Bridge, Koblenz 1960-65
Freeman Fox Medway Bridge on M2, Kent under construction (completed 1960)
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Co-ordinator-General’s Department
Riverside Expressway 



Has REx cultural heritage significance?
Does it meet criteria for inclusion in the Queensland Heritage Register? 

(a) Is REx important in demonstrating the evolution of Qld’s history?
(b) Does REx demonstrate rare or uncommon aspects of Qld’s history?
(d) Is REx important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of freeways?
(e) Is REx important for its aesthetic significance?
(f) Has REx a high degree of creative achievement?
(g) Has REx a strong association with a community/cultural group?
(h) Has a special association with the work of a particular person or organisation?
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Wilbur Smith & Assoc. 
Brisbane Transportation Plan 1965
Central Business District

Central Station: Transportation 
Terminal

Anzac/PO Square Car Park
King George Square Car Park

Petrie Bight Expressway
Victoria Bridge

Riverside Expressway
Captain Cook Bridge

(a)
Is REx important in demonstrating 
the evolution of Qld’s history?
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COG: Revised layout of Riverside Expressway -1967

(b) Does REx demonstrate rare or uncommon aspects of Qld’s history?
(d) Is REx important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of freeways?
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(g) Has REx a strong association with a community/cultural group?
(f) Has REx a high degree of creative achievement?
(e) Is REx important for its aesthetic significance?
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REx: Creative and technical significance?

Prestressed Concrete Box-Girder: Bridges
Ulrich Finsterwalder

Bendorf Bridge, Rhine River, 1964: max span 208m
Culmination of development of prestressed concrete bridges in Germany

Co-ordinator-General/Main Roads Department
(HG Brameld/A.Contessa/S McIntosh) Victoria Bridge, 1969: max span: 142m (466’8”)
(HG Brameld/A Contessa) Captain Cook Bridge 1972: max span: 183m
(J Gralton/J Fenwick) New Farm Bridge (not built): max span: 215m
Horizontal curve of 2,300m radius/longer thinner, wider
(J Gralton/JA Hart: official design – not built) Gateway Bridge: max span: 260m 
Balanced cantilever spans as inverted “T”, strutted cantilevers
Pioneering fin back bridge
Macdonald Wagner & Priddle/VSL(contract design): Gateway Bridge, 1985: max span: 260m
Longest concrete box girder bridge in the world 1985-1998
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