Laura Robinson, Director Cape Town Heritage Trust,

ICOMOS SA




This is my city, Cape Town — and if you look closely you will see some of the most
unloved modern buildings — our ‘salt and pepper pots’ against the slopes of the
mountain
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Two cases studies in South Africa
Cape Town and Durban....

The Werdmuller Centre, Claremont Cape Town
Architect: Roelof Uytenbogaardt
1973

(Un)Loved Modern indeed

The Nedbank Building, 303 Anton Lembede Street,
Durban

Architect: Norman Eaton
1965

A Case of Architecture Misunderstood?
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Cape Times 21 Nov 1975

(Source: UCT Manuscripts anc
Archives)

rchitect ‘Roelof Uitenbogaardt-with a model of the Werdmuller Centre.










Various views of the Werdmuller Centre

(Photos by Gealen Pinnock)
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“Just look at what he’s done!”



In conclusion, we have the challenges of un-loved, misunderstood
modern buildings under threat from a public including developers
and authorities that are of the persuasion that they are ugly,
Impractical and no longer serve the purpose for which they were
intended....

If we, as architects and heritage professionals, are serious about
keeping these very special buildings we need to lobby government
with an articulate and well-reasoned argument as to the value of
this heritage. It will not be an easy task..but with the help of our
international colleagues and influential organisations such as the
UIA, ICOMOS and Docomomo we must be able to make that
convincing argument or face losing the battle.
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