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“Modern Architecture died in St. Louis, Missouri,
July 15", 1972, at 3:32 p.m (or thereabouts),

when the infamous Pruitt-lgoe scheme,
or rather several of its slab blocks,

were given the final coup de grace by dynamite.”

Charles Jencks,
New Paradigm in Architecture.
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Pruitt-lgoe. St. Louis, Missouri, 1955 - Minoru Yamasaki
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Dr. Theodore Prudon, 1972
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The (Un)Loved American Style
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Falling Water. Bear Run, PA , 1934 - Frank Lloyd Wright
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Maslon House, Palm Springs, CA, 1962
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Cyclorama. Gettysburg, PA, 1961 - Richard Neutra
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2 Columbus Circle. Manhattan, NY, 1964 - Edward Durell Stone
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2 Columbus Circle. Manhattan, NY, 1964 - Edward Durell Stone MAD, Manhattan, NY, 2009 - Brad Cloepfil
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Ada Louise Huxtable in Midtown in the 1970s. Ada Louise Huxtable in her Park Avenue apartment in 1988, photographed by Arnold N

the N.Y.U. Institute of Fine Arts, and

working at the Museumn of Modern Ant

part time. | decided after two years

' that 1 didn't want to keep working at

- MoMA forever. | hod been studying
4 ltalian modern architecture at school.

So 1 applied for & Fulbright to go to lta-

Iy When | came back home, | started

writing a few pieces for ARTnews on
New York architecture.

Ada Louise Huxtable, 1970s Ada Louise Huxtable, 1988
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TWA Terminal. JFK, NY, 1956 - Eero Saarinen
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TWA Terminal. JFK, NY, 1956 - Eero Saarinen
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TWA Terminal. JFK, NY, 1956 - Eero Saarinen
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TWA Terminal. JFK, NY, 1956 - Eero Saarinen
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TWA Terminal. JFK, NY, 1956 - Eero Saarinen
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TWA Terminal. JFK, NY, 1956 - Eero Saarinen
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TWA Terminal. JFK, NY, 1956 - Eero Saarinen
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TWA Terminal. JFK, NY, 1956 - Eero Saarinen
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Boston City Hall. Boston, MA, 1961-1968 - Kallmann McKinnell & Knowles
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Orange County Government Office Building. Goshen, NY, 1967 - Paul Rudolph
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Orange County Government Office Building. Goshen, NY, 1967 - Paul Rudolph
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Housing in the suburbs
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Greenbelt, MD, 1937
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Greenbelt, MD, 1937
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Levittown, Long Island, NY, 1947-1951 - Levitt & Sons, Inc
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Levittown, Long Island, NY, 1947-1951 - Levitt & Sons, Inc
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Levitt's Homes aiook at the two types of homes Levitt bui in the Levitiown area.

The 1947 Cape Cad The 1948 Raach
The Levit Cape Cod olerad 4% rooms on a 25-by-30-fodl slab, with an The Levitt Ranch, aleo 4 % reoms, was first offarad in 1649, B was 50 square feat
unfinlzhed expandable atilc, and & kitchen hull of applances thet incleded & thmmmwmummﬂ.m iha kitchan
[Bandix washar. Tha kitchen was in the front - af iha fime a novel iy the front, bl pushing e living rocen 19 the rear and bedoooms ta B alde.
= ifid Bird bardreorma wars in o rear. It ronted For $60-85 par h Tha altic was wnfinshed. Theoe wad & iarth batwosan th
1 aler ot 87,500, oqupmuamnwmu&mm lor 57,530, with a
paymant of $58. The 1950 and 1951 models had the same Dasss flood

depending on the lot, and wes oflered for sale o
Homas wang Mindscsped with shiubs, frull and o Ehags, s,
e - phan 85 the sarkar modal.

Caps Coda ware buill in 1247 and 1043 'ﬂ

, &l with tha esme
irdeiar flaos plan.

Levittown, Long Island, NY, 1947-1951 - Levitt & Sons, Inc
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Levittown, Long Island, NY, 1947-1951 - Levitt & Sons, Inc
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Levittown, Long Island, NY, 1947-1951 - Levitt & Sons, Inc
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Levittown, Long Island, NY, 1947-1951 - Levitt & Sons, Inc
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(public) (social) (affordable) housing
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International committee for

doc ion and vation

of buildings, sites and neighbourhoods of the
modern movement

mo.mao

Restoring Le Corbusier’s La Roche-Jeanneret Houses

POSTWAR
MASS HOUSING

September 2008

DOCOMOMO Journal no39
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“The projects in New Orleans have little to
do with the sterile brick towers and alienating
plazas that usually come to mind when we think of
iInner-city housing.

Some rank among the best early examples of
public housing built in the United States, both in
design and in quality of construction.”

New York Times, December 19, 2007
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ORIGINAL DESIGN (footprint is a sample of entire strip)

W Lafitte was built in 1941 with 78 bmldmgs

P Structures were in a U shape on large, openlawns on a "superblock,” disconnected from the neighborhood's street grid,
P Each Lafitte apartment had its own front door; back doors opened onto shared stairwells, Housing experts now believe
the dense, isolated site and its emphasis on common space exacerbated problems with crime and poor maintenance.

F—— ORLEANS AVE. =
~ Farklng~|—- \ L I_ Building 2
2 = = &
- @ 5 " =
2 l - o ¥ =
[ Walkway—» E ] =
= [T
I=
m l LARITTE AVE.

_ .

Stmt parlt e 78 BUILDINGS, 896 APARTMENTS

HEDESIGN {faotpnnt isa sample of entwe stnp}

P Nearl:.r twu thlrds of the umts W|II be smgles and do ubles, whﬂe the other th ree 5|tes 1.-.-'|II I:ne mostly fuurplexes anu:l smplexes
P Lafitte, as well as the other three sites, will be remtegrated with the street grid.
> Al buildings at the four sites will front ontostreetsand will have larger apartments, individual entrances and semi-private

backgards.
Uniit _'I.“.! "l-' ORLEANS AVE. | _ =
g i L . - = g S
o ' ‘5 (] sireets x (]
& = Limhilnd | Lullll2 2 2 2 S comnected 5 2
= = = 2 = = tomain | = =
E =| Py FEnpg =2 grid =
= (] - - |LARTTE AVE.
‘-.-ﬂ lil+lll
222 BUILDINGS, 517 APARTMENTS

Parking

Lafitte Housing Development, New Orleans, LA, 1941 and 2008
Source: Urban Design Associates
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Lafitte Housing Development, New Orleans, LA, 1941
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Expected to break g’r‘nund next mnnth, the redesigned Lafitte is Fepresentative of what's been
called "the new face of public housing." Both federal housing officials and city planners have
deemed these design changes critical to the success of public housing redevelopments.

Lafitte Housing Development, New Orleans, LA, 1941 and 2008
Source: Urban Design Associates
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2008
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INTHE REGION/New Jersey

Find Nears for Unloved Housing

By ANTOINETTE MARTIN

JERSEY CITY

ONTGOMERY GAR-

M DENS, a six-tower pub-

lic housing project built

a8 years ago next to what was

then the Jersey City Medical
Center, has a date with demise,

Like s0 many “vertical concen-

| trations of poverty,” as the old

projects have been termed by the

i federal housing agency that built

¢ them, the project has been

 deemed ready for wrecking

(within the next two years) and

re-<creation  (four  developers

have submitted proposals).,

With its old neighbor, the med-
ieal center, now morphing into a
gﬁidential complex called the

acon, the character of the area
hag already undergone a change.
T of the eight tall Art Deco
buildings that once housed the

THEODORE PRUDON

MADAY NELIHALS FGR THE MEW YOREK TIMES

JERSEY CITY
MORPHS
Montgomery
Gardens, public
housing that has
been deemed
deserving of
demolition,
frames one of
the upscale
Beacon's
gleaming
towers.
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Atlanta Is Making Way
For New Public Housing

Critics Worry About the Toll on Residents

By ROBBIE BROWN

ATLANTA — In 1936, Atlanta
built Techwood Homes, the na-
tion's first housing project. By the
1990s, a greater percentage of the
city's residents were living in
housing projects — sprawling
red-brick barracks that pock-
marked the skyline — than in any
other city in America.

Now, Atlanta is nearing a very
different record: becoming the
first major city to knock them all
down. By next June, officials here
plan to demolish the city's last re-
maining housing project, fulfill-
ing a long and divisive campaign
to reduce poverty by decentraliz-
ing t.

Mixed-income developments
oriented toward families, with
trendy shops, golf courses and
Y.M.C.A's, are emerging where

One city’s long and
divisive campaign
to reduce poverty
by decentralizing it.

bleak, uniform towers once stood.
Displaced residents are receiving
vouchers to move to private
housing. And a landmark experi-
ment in housing the urban poor
in large government-run facilities
that began under the New Deal is
being undone.

Over the past 15 years, Atlanta
has bulldozed about 15,000 units,
spread across 32 housing
projects, some of which once con-
tained as many as 2,500 resi-
dents.

city in mixed-income communi-
ties and private housing financed
with vouchers through the gov-
ernment's Section 8 program.

Still, critics of the demolitions

worry about the toll on residents,
who must qualify for vouchers,
struggle to find affordable hous-
ing and often move to only slight-
ly less impoverished neighbor-
hoods. Especially in a troubled
economy, civil rights groups say,
uprooting can lead to homeless-
ness if more low-income housing
is not made available. Lawsuits
have been filed in many other cit-
ies, generally without success,
that claim that similar reloca-
tions violate residents’ civil
rights and resegregate the poor.

The federal government has
advocated variations of this ap-
proach for several decades, par-
ticularly since President Bill Clin-
ton began the Hope VI program
in the 1990s to disperse residents
from centralized projects. Atlanta
may be the furthest along, but its
plans to demolish buildings, relo-
cate residents and work with pri-
vate developers to gentrify desti-
tute neighborhoods are being
mirrored across the country in
cities like Chicago, Detroit, Mi-
ami and New Orleans.

Over all, 195,000 public housing
units have met the wrecking ball
across the country since 2006,
and over 230,000 more units are
scheduled for demolition, accord-
ing to the Housing and Urban De-
velopment Department.

Atlanta began its demolition ef-
fort in 1995 in preparation for the
Olympic Games, with the encour-
agement of local politicians and
real estate developers.

Only four of the city's housing
projects remain, along with 13
smaller public housing facilities.

THE NEW YORK TIMES NATIONAL SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2009
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PHOTOGRAFIS Y ERIK 5. LESSER FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Renée L. Glover, executive director of the Atlanta Housing Authority, at a redeveloped property.
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1968

Red Road, Glasgow
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Cabrini-Green, Chicago, IL Red Road, Glasgow, 1968
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Robin Hood Gardens
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Reasons given for not listing -

English Heritage and Secretary of State Letter 2009
® Failure as housing (narrow stairs and ‘streets in the sky’)
$ Out of date by 1972 (‘streets in the sky’ concept)
¥ Incremental changes and additions (colors, landscape)
$® Little contemporary praise
$ Early vandalism suggests lack of success

$ Views of the residents taken into account

THEODORE PRUDON
Sydney, Australia, 10 July 2009
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Robin Hood Gardens, Tower Hamlets, London, 1972 - Alison and Peter Smithson
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Axopometric [rom the norihewest, Kenny Baker, 1968,

Robin Hood Gardens, Tower Hamlets, London, 1972 - Alison and Peter Smithson
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Robin Hood Gardens, Tower Hamlets, London, 1972 - Alison and Peter Smithson
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Robin Hood Gardens, Tower Hamlets, London, 1972 - Alison and Peter Smithson
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Robin Hood Gardens, Tower Hamlets, London, 1972 - Alison and Peter Smithson
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Robin Hood Gardens, Tower Hamlets, London, 1972 - Alison and Peter Smithson
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Robin Hood Gardens, Tower Hamlets, London, 1972 - Alison and Peter Smithson
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The Barbican, London, 1973-76 - Chamberlin, Powell and Bon
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The Barbican, London, 1973-76 - Chamberlin, Powell and Bon
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Highrise Housing in the US
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Peabody Terrace, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 1963 - Jose Luis Sert

THEODORE PRUDON
Sydney, Australia, 10 July 2009



Charles River

Peabody Terrace, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 1963 - Jose Luis Sert
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Corridor Floors 2, 3, 5, 7 without Elevator Access
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Corridor Floors 4, 6 with Elevator Access
(Tower Floor 9, 12, 15, 18 Similar)

Peabody Terrace, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 1963 - Jose Luis Sert
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Peabody Terrace Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 1963 - Jose Luis Sert

THEODORE PRUDON
Sydney, Australia, 10 July 2009



-
- Sl s T e
e —— = =
s s A e T
S nee

. a 1 L .
o Lk iy - LR | i W s T

Peabody Terrace, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 1963 - Jose Luis Sert
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Silver Towers, New York, NY, 1966 - |.M. Pei
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Silver Towers, New York, NY, 1966 - |.M. Pei
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Silver Towers, New York, NY, 1966 - |.M. Pei
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Chatham Towers, New York, NY, 1964 - Kelly & Gruzen
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Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Prentice Womens Hospital, Chicago IL, 1974 - Bertrand Goldberg Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Cedor Square West, the first residential
sarhood of Cedar f Riverside, offers these living
niences

FEATURES INCLUDED WITH EACH APARTMENT

All electric Westinghouse kitchen
Central loundry facilities
Bropery tracks in living room and bedrooms
24-hour maintenance service
Year-round climate control
central heating, air condifioning
Comprehansive security system
entry intercom
Soyncl-cantrolled
Fireproof
Party room
Extra storoge spoce
Central mail and package receiving room
Spacious carpeted corridors alfording
convenient dpartment access

SPECIAL FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO YOU
Schools
Health linic
Child core center
Swimming poal
Sauna
Recreation focilities
Covered parking
underground and multi-level garages
Commerciol services
VARIETY OF STYLES AND FLOOR PLANS
Single |evel apartments
Tworstory moisonettes
Patio townhouses
Units with double expasure and
cross ventilation
Private balcony with panoramic view
Studios, ane, two, three and faur-bedroom

New Town-In Town
Cedar/Riverside is a new town-in town assisted
by the Community Development Corporation of the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development.
Cedar /[ Riverside is developed by Cedar-
Riverside Associates, Inc,

MANAGEMENT GROUF

el
Gloria M. Sagel =)

ing Manoges

AFF COMNSULTANTS

Crodlar, Greenbarg L Poringey — Strughural Englrsers

Cedor-Riverside Associates
1929 Soush Filih Strest

Minneapalin, Minnesar 55404
&12-338-8801

Cedar Square West
Leasing Office * Information Center
Sixth Street & Cedar Avenue
612-338-8871
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Cedar-Riverside, Minneapolis, MN, 1973 - Ralph Rapson
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Time to see for yourself.

Come get acquainted. Walk the
streets. Shop the shops. Meet the
people. Come feel a new town
awakening.

Aind then explore the model
apartments of high-rising
Square West. There are five basic
flcor plans. With & myriad of
variations. From Spartan simplicity
to the lap of luxury. You choose,

Eental Office and Information
Center, 514 Cedar Avenue,
Minneapolis. Open every day from
11:00 am to 7:30 pm. Phone
338.8871.

A complete rental price range
is available from $130 to $550 per
month, Choice includes a wide
variety of studios, 1, 2, 3 and 4
bedreom plans.

M your income is bolow cerain governmentally-
S

savings,
CadarRivarsids in & new town—in town—created
with the o [

ith
Coﬂwamdhu.sbrﬁmmlnfﬂnmwud
Usksa
-::d nmlwmnw::nd ‘Mumupdhfhmq

@ An equal housing opportunity

Thesa floor plans represant four of the many varlations avallable at Cedar Square West,

Cedar-Riverside, Minneapolis, MN, 1973 - Ralph Rapson
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Top and above: Cars and pedestrians were to be segregated. Staggered bullding helghts maximized both privacy and view.,

Cedar-Riverside, Minneapolis, MN, 1973 - Ralph Rapson
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Cedar-Riverside, Minneapolis, MN, 1973 - Ralph Rapson
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Cedar-Riverside, Minneapolis, MN, 1973 - Ralph Rapson
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Cedar-Riverside, Minneapolis, MN, 1973 - Ralph Rapson
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Ralph Rapson

MN, 1973

Riverside, Minneapolis,
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Searching for Innovation
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Alexandra Road, London, 1977 - Neave Brown
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Alexandra Road, London, 1977 - Neave Brown
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Alexandra Road, London, 1977 - Neave Brown
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Habitat, Expo 1967, Montreal, QC, 1967 - Moshe Safdie
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Habitat, Expo 1967, Montreal, QC, 1967 - Moshe Safdie
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Habitat, Expo 1967, Montreal, QC, 1967 - Moshe Safdie
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Columbia University, Housing Charette, 20 June 2009
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