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Charles Jencks, 
New Paradigm in Architecture.

“Modern Architecture died in St. Louis, Missouri, 

July 15th, 1972, at 3:32 p.m (or thereabouts), 

when the infamous Pruitt-Igoe scheme, 

or rather several of its slab blocks, 

were given the final coup de grâce by dynamite.”
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Pruitt-Igoe. St. Louis, Missouri, 1955 - Minoru Yamasaki
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Dr. Theodore Prudon, 1972
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The (Un)Loved American Style
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Maslon House, Palm Springs, CA, 1962 – Richard Neutra
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Cyclorama. Gettysburg, PA, 1961 - Richard Neutra
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2 Columbus Circle. Manhattan, NY, 1964 - Edward Durell Stone
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2 Columbus Circle. Manhattan, NY, 1964 - Edward Durell Stone MAD, Manhattan, NY, 2009 - Brad Cloepfil
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Ada Louise Huxtable, 1988
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TWA Terminal. JFK, NY, 1956 - Eero Saarinen
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Boston City Hall. Boston, MA, 1961-1968 - Kallmann McKinnell & Knowles 
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Orange County Government Office Building. Goshen, NY, 1967 - Paul Rudolph 
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Orange County Government Office Building. Goshen, NY, 1967 - Paul Rudolph 
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Housing in the suburbs
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Greenbelt, MD, 1937
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Levittown, Long Island, NY, 1947-1951 - Levitt & Sons, Inc 
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(public) (social) (affordable) housing
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DOCOMOMO Journal no39
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“The projects in New Orleans have little to 
do with the sterile brick towers and alienating 

plazas that usually come to mind when we think of 
inner-city housing. 

Some rank among the best early examples of 
public housing built in the United States, both in 

design and in quality of construction.”

New York Times, December 19, 2007
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Lafitte Housing Development, New Orleans, LA, 1941 and 2008
Source: Urban Design Associates 
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Lafitte Housing Development, New Orleans, LA, 1941 

modern housing redux
The (Un)Loved and The (Un)Learned

MODERN HOUSING REDUX: The (Un)Loved and The (Un)Learned
THEODORE PRUDON

Sydney, Australia, 10 July 2009



Lafitte Housing Development, New Orleans, LA, 1941 

modern housing redux
The (Un)Loved and The (Un)Learned

MODERN HOUSING REDUX: The (Un)Loved and The (Un)Learned
THEODORE PRUDON

Sydney, Australia, 10 July 2009



Lafitte Housing Development, New Orleans, LA, 1941 and 2008
Source: Urban Design Associates 
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Red Road, Glasgow, 1968
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Red Road, Glasgow, 1968Cabrini-Green, Chicago, IL
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Robin Hood Gardens
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Failure as housing (narrow stairs and ‘streets in the sky’)

Out of date by 1972 (‘streets in the sky’ concept)

Incremental changes and additions (colors, landscape)

Little contemporary praise 

Early vandalism suggests lack of success

Views of the residents taken into account

Reasons given for not listing -
English Heritage and Secretary of State Letter 2009
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Robin Hood Gardens, Tower Hamlets, London, 1972 - Alison and Peter Smithson
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The Barbican, London, 1973-76 - Chamberlin, Powell and Bon 
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Highrise Housing in the US 
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Peabody Terrace, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 1963 - Jose Luis Sert
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Peabody Terrace, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 1963 - Jose Luis Sert
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Corridor Floors 4, 6 with Elevator Access
(Tower Floor 9, 12, 15, 18 Similar)
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Corridor Floors 2, 3, 5, 7 without Elevator Access
(Tower Floor 10, 11, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19, 20 Similar)
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Peabody Terrace, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 1963 - Jose Luis Sert
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Peabody Terrace, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 1963 - Jose Luis Sert
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Silver Towers, New York, NY, 1966 - I.M. Pei 
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Chatham Towers, New York, NY, 1964 - Kelly & Gruzen

MODERN HOUSING REDUX: The (Un)Loved and The (Un)Learned
THEODORE PRUDON

Sydney, Australia, 10 July 2009



Chatham Towers, New York, NY, 1964 - Kelly & Gruzen

modern housing redux
The (Un)Loved and The (Un)Learned

MODERN HOUSING REDUX: The (Un)Loved and The (Un)Learned
THEODORE PRUDON

Sydney, Australia, 10 July 2009



2

4

1

3

2

3

5

6

Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand GoldbergPrentice Womens Hospital, Chicago IL, 1974 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Raymond Hilliard Homes, Chicago, IL, 1966 - Bertrand Goldberg
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Cedar-Riverside, Minneapolis, MN, 1973 - Ralph Rapson
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Cedar-Riverside, Minneapolis, MN, 1973 - Ralph Rapson

MODERN HOUSING REDUX: The (Un)Loved and The (Un)Learned
THEODORE PRUDON

Sydney, Australia, 10 July 2009



Roosevelt Island, NY, 1969 Masterplan - Philip Johnson and John Burgee
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Roosevelt Island, NY, 1969 - Philip Johnson and John Burgee
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Searching for Innovation

THEODORE PRUDONmodern housing redux
The (Un)Loved and The (Un)Learned

MODERN HOUSING REDUX: The (Un)Loved and The (Un)Learned
THEODORE PRUDON

Sydney, Australia, 10 July 2009



Alexandra Road, London, 1977 - Neave Brown
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Habitat, Expo 1967, Montreal, QC, 1967 - Moshe Safdie
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Columbia University, Housing Charette, 20 June 2009 
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