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Continuing challenges… Continuing challenges… 



How the 
materiality of 
modern places modern places 
affects 
conservation….



Life span…

Typical life-cycle for traditional 
buildings (Robert Thorne)







Design, functionalism & how the 
monumentality of the modern has monumentality of the modern has 

affected conservation…



Material 
authenticity

Design 
authenticityauthenticity authenticity

SIGNIFICANCE









Roadblocks, diversions or 
distractions

• The role of original architects 

• The influence of architectural • The influence of architectural 
photography & publishing

• 21st century reinterpretation of the 
modern

• Shifting concepts of monumentality



The role of the architect in 
conservation….. conservation….. 



















The popularity of modernism…. 











The rise of the modern monument...  The rise of the modern monument...  











Moving forward…… Moving forward…… 



Recognition and protection  



Recognition and protection

1. Broaden the scope of 20th C heritage 
from archi-centric focus 

2. Integrate/include 20th C in heritage 
studiesstudies

3. Make public awareness a 1st step or 
integral part of identification programs

4. Be judicious in selection to build public 
confidence



Recognition and protection

5. Acknowledge practical & technical   
issues  & provide guidance to owners 
at time of listing

6. Recognise 20th C places can be 
significant without being design icons

7. Enjoy popularity of stylistic revival but 
build long-term appreciation.



Philosophy & methodology….



Philosophy & methodology

8. Recognise philosophical issues truly 
unique to 20th C heritage – a Charter !

9. Accompany charter with guidance on 9. Accompany charter with guidance on 
how to apply the methodology for 
specific issues

10. Develop a central source of  information 
to provide a vehicle for information 
sharing & showcase solutions



Technical issues 
& sustainability…



Technical issues & sustainability

11. Acknowledge technical issues as    
primary challenges & address at time 
of listing 

12. Acknowledge potential conflicts with 
green-building agenda & develop green-building agenda & develop 
responses & solutions 

13. Demonstrate role conservation in 
sustainability, lobby for inclusion of 
cultural sustainability in measures

14. Develop & share solutions for meeting 
green building standards.




