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Erné and Ursula Goldfinger
The Early Years

2 Willow Road was the home of the architect
£rna Goldfinger, his wife Ursula and their three
children. When the heuse was campleted in
1934, Goldlingsr was 37 years ald and hod
been living and working in Londan for five
years, He was born in Budopest in 1902 and
spent same of his early years amang the lorests
of Transyhvania whare his father, o lawyer by
profession, managed family saw-mills. He was
educated in Budapest during the First World
War, after which their land was 1aken inte the
rewly creofed state ol Romania

In 1920 Geldfinger went to Faris, where
he stoved with a cousin and learnl French,
althaugh his spefling was never very good.
He hod considersd hecoming a sculptar, but
chose architecture instead and jained the atelier
of Léon Jaussely ot the Ecole des Beaux-Arle in
1921, The training was conservative, and in
1925 he joined with ather students in persuad
ing Auguste Perret, the master of reinforced
concrale design, fo sal up & more progressive
studio in a fimber building of his own design in
the Bois de Boulogne. This did not please the
prafessars of the Ecole but Goldfinger preferred
the company of the avant garde in architecture
and art. many of whom he met through his
cousin, He set up o portnership in 192%, a year
before achieving his diploma, and designed
some bare and stylish interior canversions tor
the lawyer Suzanne Blum, the painter Richard
Wiyndham, ond ofher progressive clients. His
first building, an extension to o holiday house
in Le Touquef, was complated in 1933, In 1927
Galdfinger madse his first wisit to Englond to
design a salan for Haleno Rubinstein in Maytair

Willow Road Guidebook, National Trust

and was impressed by the simplicity of
Czeorgian buildings in London

In 1931 Erpd Goldfingsr met o young
English woman, Ursula Blackwell, whom he
persuadad lo become a student of the Purist
pointer Amédae Ozentant. Born in 1907 into
a family that had made its money trom Crosse
& Blackwall soups, she was fall; slim and
athletic, with o high forehead. Ermé’s friend,
the designer Charlotte Parriand, described her
as ‘o litle distant, but friendly and cbservant’
He began designing a studio and house for
her, which was evidently seen in their minds
as o home for beth of tham. It wos alse meant
to show the Blockwaell family his own worth
and to edueate Ursula and the rest of the world
ina superior way of living, free from false
traditions and ideos. 'Goodness, lova, art;
they ore in our heart ond in us, and they will
not be satisfied by litle shows of prepagaonda
he wrate in 1931, The same letter goes on
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Galdfingars stiden? cord ot thé Ecole des Bacux Arts,
Paris, 1927
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Willow Road House



Renaat Braem House, home-office Homewood — Gwynne’s practice



Rose Seidler House displays of architectural images
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Red House guide, National Trust






Rose Seidler House kitchen display



Walsh Street House ‘incidental interpretation’



Renaat Braem House



Sonneveld House - rooms on displa



Willow Road — complete contents




Red House— extant interior



Sonneveld House Homewood House
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Kettle’'s Yard



Renaat Braem House Willow Road House



Original photographs of Sonneveld House, 1933

The Sonneveld House: an avant-garde home from 1933, NAi Publishers: Rotterdam, 2001



Willow Road House



Homewood House kitchen additions



Willow Road House



Walsh Street House



Kettle’'s Yard



Original photographs of Sonneveld House, 1933

The Sonneveld House: an avant-garde home from 1933, NAi Publishers: Rotterdam, 2001
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Willow Road House
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Rose Seidler House Kettle’'s Yard
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