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Overview

The Context of Defence Sites:
Geographical and technological influences.

Defence Networks and Systems:
What these are and how they functioned.

20th Century Defence Sites:
Phenomenal growth of the network during £
The 20t Centu ry. Cape Banks 9.2” Gun Emplacement

Assessing & Managing Defence Sites:

The influence of context on site assessment and
management.



Definitions

Defence site:

Sites whose intended purpose was primarily defensive, as opposed
to sites that functioned as support for the Defence Forces.

Network of Defence:

A group of sites designed to defend against a particular type of

attack, such as a network of anti-ship defences.
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Australia’s heavy Anti-Ship batteries, World War I

System of Defence:
A group of individual
defence sites which
were strategically
designed to work
together as a
comprehensive
system of integrated
defence for a specific
area.



Context, Context,
Context!
Geographical
Influences




Technological Influences
Lane Cove Bridge Searchlight

a7

T4

72

70

78

17

5

fgtsts Fire Co

64

74

23

i3

43

53

63

13

il

L

iz

22

32

£




s

Hornsby

Parramatta

Bankstown

Broken Bay

Brookvale Fortress

Observation Post
A =R i 24

Blue Fish Fortress ™ ~

A\ Observation Post o ~
North Battery ~

Middie Battery @\ Hornby Battery § ‘l
b ®) Signal Battery N\ I

Pert Jackson Nz I
|

[

>
\&
A Dover Fire Command Post 2
and Fortress Observation Post \

-

Maroubra Fortress /
A (Observation Post ;

Malabar Battery /

®) Banks Battery | G

o~
Botany Bay Henry Battery 7

Solander Fortress
A Dbservation Post = &

—_
—_— e ——

i MAP 1 - SYDNEY FIRE COMMAND
Fianng Battery and Fortress Observation Posts

(Arcs of Fire of counter bombardment batteries)

Mariey Fortress
Observation Post

SITE
INTER-RELATIONSHIP:

Arcs of Fire for
counter-bombardment
batteries.



Defence Networks - Anti-Ship

Cape Banks 9.2” Gun Emplacement



Defence Networks - Anti Aircraft
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Defence Networks - Anti Invasion

Anti-invasion barbed wire over
Manly sea wall, 1942
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Digging a defensive ditch at Mona
Vale on Sydney’s northern
beaches




Defence Networks - Seward Defences
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Sydney Harbour boom net

Location plan of boom nets across
Broken Bay in Sydney’s north



Defence Systems

During the 20t century, 4 defence systems operated in Sydney:
*Post-Federation

sInter-War Expansion

*Sydney Fortress Phase |

*Sydney Fortress Phase Il



20t Century Defence Sites: Phenomenal Growth
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Conclusions

-What was the context?
-How does it relate to this site; and

-What does this mean for my management of the site?

janea@ainsworthheritage.com.au
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